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CONCERN: Youngstown resident Terry Yonker, executive director of the Lake Erie Alliance, 
takes notes at the International Joint Commission's public forum on the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement. It was held over the weekend in Niagara Falls, Ont. 
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NIAGARA FALLS, Ont. -The 
head of the Lake Erie Alliance 
said Sunday ~t IS time to study 
human health concerns assocl- 
ated with contamination in the 
Great Lakes. 

Terry L. Yonker, of Young- 
stown, said environmental stud- 
ies until now have narrowly 
focused on the lakes' ecosys- 
tems, neglect~ng the populations 
surround~ng them. 

"We haven't made a connec- 
tion between the people of Buffa- 
lo, the people of Cleveland, the 
people of London, Ont.," he said. 
"No one really wants to tackle 
the human health issues." 

Yonlter was one of 500 speak- 
ers to testify before the Interna- 
tional Jolnt Commission at a pub- 
lic forum on the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement. The 
weekend meeting, held at the 
Amen-Cana Resort and Confer- 
ence Centre on Lundy's Lane, 
ended Sunday. The input will be 

chemicals and illnesses in 
humans have been substantiated 
in Canadian and the U.S. health 
studies, according to the IJC. 

"We've had the warning signs 
for the last 10 years, and the IJC 
has been urgng governments to 
take action," Frank Bevacqua, 
IJC public information officer, 
said. 

The testimony before the 
panel addressed a range of envi- 
ronmental h u e s  in each group's 
back yard. 

The Niagara River Remedial 
Advisory Committee and its 
Canadian counterpart, the Nia- 
gara River Restoration Council, 
said joint efforts in educating 
people will play an important 
role in implementing clean up 
plans for the river. 

Bonnie Soley ,  RAC co- 
chairperson, said funding of both 
agencies has been cut back, 
"and, usually the first thing to go 
is community outreach." 

Soley said helping people 
understand the relevance of a 
healthy water supply will ensure 

but also the citizens of tomor- 
row, so they can keep the pres- 
sure on t l ~ e  public officials. " 

Buffalo Common Council Pres- 
ident James W. Pitts asked the 
IJC and environmental agencies 
on both sides of the border to I 
push for funding of water and i 
sewage infrastructure improve- 
ments and ,cleanuu of the 43 
Great Lakes toxic hot spots, 
including the Buffalo Harbor. 

Pitts also asked the agencies 
to commit to ending further dis- 
charge of toxic chemicals. "It is 
hard enough to clean up the mis- 
takes of the past without adding 
to those problems in the present 
by allowing t he  continued 
release of persistent toxins," he 
said. 

Soley said it took generations 
to create the serious environ- 
mental problems in the world's 
largest fresh .water supply and 
"we never want it to happen 
again." 

"Because, you know, over gen- 
erations people forget, and we 
don't want people to forget." 
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